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In most cases, oil and gas and mining companies develop natural resources under the
jurisdiction of a host country. But there are resources to be developed where no country has
jurisdiction. This paper will explore the law applicable to the development of natural resources in
the deep sea, on the Moon, in outer space, and in the Arctic. This talk will review applicable
treaties, principles of international law, and the prospect for further development of the law in
these truly frontier resources plays.
In most cases, resource development occurs under a regime of treaties and common practices
that are incomplete and ambiguous, and the talk will explore steps that are being taken, or might
be taken to add certainty to the legal framework for resource development. In outer space, for
example, both the United States and Luxembourg have passed laws designed to resolved some of
the uncertainties surrounding security of tenure for space mining – but those laws may be
challenged by other countries or private parties operating in space.
Energy. Mining. Oil and gas. Scot Anderson has been serving clients in those industries for
decades. As Global Head of the Energy & Natural Resources Group, Scot employs his
comprehensive knowledge and experience to counsel and support clients on nearly every legal
issue affecting the extractive industries, both domestically and internationally.
Scot's practice revolves around commercial transactions, regulatory advice, and project
development. He oversees complex transactions for natural resources clients, including the
formation of new joint ventures, the divestiture of natural resources projects, and the acquisition
of leases and reserves. He represents clients in administrative proceedings as well as federal and
state courts. He regularly addresses issues related to mineral development of federal public lands
and Indian lands. Scot also advises clients on international project development and transactions.
He has worked on matters throughout North and South America, as well as Europe, Australia,
Africa, and Asia.
Scot began his legal career with the Denver office of an Am Law 100 firm and then served 10
years as in-house counsel for Atlantic Richfield Company (ARCO) in Denver and England.
Scot is also active in his community. He is currently Chairman of the Special Institutes
Committee and a member of the Board of the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation. He
works with the International Senior Lawyers Project to provide legal support and capacity building
for developing economies, including Afghanistan, Tanzania, Malawi, and Liberia. Scot is also the
past Chairman of the Board of Funzeleo, Inc., an organization promoting STEM education in
Africa. He is an emeritus member of the Board of Directors of Boys Hope Girls Hope of
Colorado, a multi-denominational nonprofit organization benefiting young scholars. He is also a
past president of the Denver Chapter of the International Mining Professionals Association.

